

Student
Detective Notebook

CASE FILE: The Crayon Caper

Name: ___________________________    Date: __________________

My detective goal: I will read carefully, notice clues, and use evidence.
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Pre-Reading Investigation

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

Title: The Crayon Caper      Author: Katie Baron      Number of chapters: 11
Title Word Study
Caper (noun): a prank or trick. In slang, caper can also mean a criminal act.
In this book, I think caper means: ____________________________________________
Alliteration: when words start with the same sound.
Crayon Caper is alliteration because both words start with the /k/ sound.
Why might the author use alliteration in the title?
☐ It is fun to say    ☐ It is easy to remember    ☐ It sounds like a mystery    
☐ Other: _____________________

Clues From the Cover (3 things you notice):
1) ________________________________________________
2) ________________________________________________
3) ________________________________________________

Chalkboard Clue: The chalkboard might be important because:
☐ It tells me this story happens at school    ☐ It looks like a classroom sign    
☐ It connects to a mystery series    ☐ Other: ________________________

Back Cover Predictions
I think this book will be about: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genre Guess (circle one): 
Mystery / Realistic Fiction / Funny / Dogs / Other: ___________________

Chapter 1: The Missing Crayons – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 1: The Missing Crayons - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 1
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 2: Tails and Trails – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 2: Tails and Trails - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 2
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 3: The Mystery Grows – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 3: The Mystery Grows - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 3
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 4: Smells Like a Clue – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 4: Smells Like a Clue - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 4
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 5: Reading Corner Clues – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 5: Reading Corner Clues - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 5
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 6: Hidden in Plain Sight - Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 6: Hidden in Plain Sight - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 6
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 7: Art Room Rumor – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 7: Art Room Rumor - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 7
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 8: Maya’s Ideas – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 8: Maya’s Ideas - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 8
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 9: Buddy Time – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Hunt
Clues I noticed (write 2–4):
1) ________________________________   2) ________________________________
3) ________________________________   4) ________________________________
One clue that matters most: _________________________________________
Why it matters: ___________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 9: Buddy Time - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _________________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict ______________________________________took the missing crayons 
because __________________________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 9
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 10: Laying Out the Clues – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Clue Review
Based on Charlie’s list of clues, what do you think are the 3 most important?
1._____________________________________________________________
2._____________________________________________________________
3._____________________________________________________________
I chose these clues because
☐ They tell where to look next.
☐ They help figure out who did it.
☐ They help explain why it happened.
☐ They connect to other clues.
Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body
My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 10: Laying Out the Clues - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) My prediction (with evidence):
I predict _________________________________________________________________
will happen next because ____________________________________________________
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 10
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 11: Secret Friend Steps Up – Chapter Snapshot

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________


What happened first?_______________________________________________________
What happened next?_______________________________________________________
What happened last? _______________________________________________________

Mystery Solved
Who was the Secret Friend? ___________________________________________________
Were you surprised? _________________________________________________________
Motive (why did they do it)? ___________________________________________________
How did they do it? __________________________________________________________
How did the class make it right? ________________________________________________

Archer’s Signals (check all that match)
☐ sniffing  ☐ sitting  ☐ soft whine
☐ tail wag  ☐ ears perked  ☐ calm body

My Chapter Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 11: Secret Friend Steps Up - Think Like a Detective

Name: _________________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Something I wondered: _______________________________________________
2) Prediction Check
I predicted ____________________________________________took the crayons.
I was correct / not correct because _______________________________________.
3) Character feelings:
Choose one character from this chapter: __________________________
How did the character feel? _______________________________________________.
What in the chapter made you think that? ____________________________________
4) Word Detective Log: Choose 3 words from Chapter 11
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 3: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


Therapy Dogs in Real Life
(Use the section called: “Want to know more about Therapy Dogs?”)

Name: ______________________________________    Date: _____________

1) Evidence Hunt:
1. In real life, Archer lives in __________________________.
2. What did Archer and Katie have to do to become a therapy dog team? __________
__________________________________________________________________
3. What types of places do therapy dogs visit? _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________
2) Fiction vs real life: Circle YES or NO
· In real life, Archer is always on leash. YES  NO
· In real life, Archer spends all day, every day in one classroom. YES  NO
· In real life, Archer wears his vest on every therapy dog visit. YES  NO
· In real life, Archer usually wears a bandana on therapy dog visits. YES  NO
· In real life, A therapy dog visit typically lasts about an hour. YES  NO
· In real life, Archer and Katie visit multiple locations each day. YES  NO
3) Word Detective Log: Choose 2 words from this section
Word 1: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Word 2: ____________________   Page: ____________
My guess (before): _________________________________________________________
Dictionary meaning: ________________________________________________________
My sentence: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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